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U.S. @weg Uei)t To chk stsell

WASHINGTON.

LEL R LY
shape of the world we, live in has
a . ndwv

been  radically  changed by nehy
fact, which very few people Kuow
gor ey about even today.

we now know the
irue nature of the
power balance be-
- iween this country
e + and the Saviet Un-

Moot AR Mk S e

3 lom. Despite its
G M ses  Closed society, the
ALSOP soviet Union is now

open to  inspection
1t the most literal sense. We could
euiv puess before; but since August,
i we have known,

ienng and 1ar-reachmg It is a[so an
weaiculable - gain for  the - United
Fates. And this needs to be pointed
oul now hecause the man to whom
tiis. change and pgain are largely
wved is now leaving the public serv-
Jee, uncelebrated, unrewarded, almost

unthanked.
* Kk %

Bissell, it will probahly be hecanse of

I Pay of Pigs. Before that fiasco,

Vissell was due to sucteed Allen Dul-
¢sas director of the Central In.

. Jo take the rap for this sorry failure,

o which everybody from ' President

Kennedy on- down had a sharve - of

1lrlme.Aanrl Bissell was chiel among
hose who took the rap, Anothcr Job
ollowod — a fairly big job, but one

By JOSEPH ALSOP

Tt LCe !E‘HE '“ Tric

H The fact is that .

‘IKillian  Commiftkee

i any member of the gencral pub--
lic vecalls the name of Richard M,

dhape of the world

changed by our_knowl-
of the

strength of the Soviets.

edge missile

which is now ending for reasons
which are not especially relevant, All
that is relevant, at the moment, is
to record just how the closed Soviet
ceased to be closed for all practical
purposes.

simmer of 954 when one of Presi-
advisory committees, the Killian Com.
miltee on’ Surprise Attack, supgested
huilding & reconnaissance plane of
the type of the U2 Such a plane
Air Force hy the brilliant-Kelly John-

had been turned down flat.

By . the. intricate, €
processes familiar in government, the

brought together a three-star team,

mous E. H.

fellicence Agency. Bub someoné had X

Land of. the _.Polaroid

as the friend,of-both the, others.

In record time, tthe three bulled .
he U-2 throush from’ concept to re-

son of Lockheed aviation. but the idea

half-accidental

Co., and Bisscll from the CIA, who

N 4

- This remarkable story began in the :

dent Eisenhower’s numerous special

had already been proposed to the

recommendation - -

composed of Kelly Johnson, the fa- -

lity. The -strange new aircraft was,

hereupon " zssigned to the CIA, Bis-
soll thus became . comimander of an
ndependpnt U2 air force, in addi-
jon to his other duties.

So much is Ian!y well known to

- entire strategic aspect of the world.

" Dick Bissell. As he happens to be
this reporter's oldest friend, the debt
] here acknowledged with pride.

- known' (and would not be discussed

. the new “birds” with secing, remem}:

- about the missile gap. Until we kne

*ducing, the only

.. producing and deploying these ultimd
_ate weapons.

mloymed persons. What is not’ well-

th's space if the main facts had ndt
already been published eclsewhere)
the second chapter of the story thjt
opened with the U-2,

This time Lt. Gen. Bernard Schriey-
er of the research'and developmendt
command worked with Bissell. Brig.
Gen. Oswald Ritland was Bissell
day-to-day partner. *Din" Land agai
lent a hand. And others mlght
mentioned,

Yet in the official air force a
count of this matter, the main credg’
for the success of the reconnaissanc
sateflite is nonctheless given to Bis
sell. August, 1960, wheh the first of

bermg eyes made its successful flight];
is a date that will be remembered
in history books."

* k%

It is a date with much bearing, tq
begin with, on the silly controversﬂ

the Soviets had wot deployed the in-
tercontinental hallistic missiles which|
they were entircly capable of prod
safe course was to
assume that the Soviets were indeed

Their failure to do so
was in fact a gigantic error.

But aller August, 1960, we began
to know that the ICBMS were not
there; and this in turn changed the

Such, then, is the debt owed to
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